
Paint Shop Pro 9.0
Creating a PNG object with shadows

This tutorial will teach you how to create a PNG object from
scratch with a transparent background.  You will learn how to
add a drop shadow and then save the object as a transparent
PNG.

This tutorial will also teach you how to remove background
color from an existing picture and turn it into a transparent PNG
with a drop shadow.
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Step#1: Create new image, set the width
and height.  If you are making a Dundjinni
floor tile, it will be 200x200.  Click the
raster background button and click the
transparent button.  Click OK

Step#2: Your frame will look
like this with a checkered
background

Step#3: If you are pasting a
picture in from another
location, you will want to
click:
 Edit
 Paste
 Paste as new image

You will now have a picture
that you can modify
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Step#4: On the new object, draw what
you want the object to look like.
Note: It is good practice to work in
layers for different things you might
want to do with the object.

If you were creating wood, you might
want the wood color on one layer and
the grain on a different layer.  This will
allow you to modify each layer without
affecting the other layers.

Step#5: On the pasted in object,
you will need to convert the
object to a raster layer.  It will
currently be a background layer
and not give you any
transparency.

Click the MOVE tool and then
click on the picture.  Watch on
the clicking the picture, you can
move the picture doing this
action.

Step#6: The converted
object will now have
RASTER in its title
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Step#7:  On the pasted object, you will have to
remove the background color.  Click the Selection
Tool and make sure it is set to Magic Want Tool.
Next you will want to click the background.

Step#8: Notice when
clicking the back ground,
dashed lines will show up
around the object and
around the boarder.
Do not right click, this will
remove the selection

Step#9: We are now going to remove all the color including what it
did not select.
Click Selections then Modify, then Select Color Range
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Step#10: In the Select Color Range,
notice that it will show you on the
left, what you selected.  We are
going to change settings to get the
right side.
Make sure the Add color range is
clicked.

Step#11: Click the Reference color.  A new menu will show up.
You will get an eyedropper tool.  Move the eyedropper tool over to
the object and click on the background color.  This will change The
color selection to that color and grab all color on the object that is
that color.  Click ok
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Step#12: After clicking ok, the right
side of the menu will now show all of
the color selected.

Zooming in and out can verify if all
the color got selected.

If all the color did not get selected
because of shaded of the color, you
will need to set the tolerance for that
color.
You also may want to mess with the
Softness button for preference of how
you want the color to look.

When happy, click OK

Step#13: You picture will now look
like this.  Click the delete button on
the Keyboard

Step#14: No with the wand
tool still selected, right click
the screen and the
background is gone.

If you have many different
colors on the background,
you may have to repeat
steps 9 thru 15 over to
remove all the color or
erase it if its away from the
object.

Step#15: Both pictures are now ready for a Drop Shadow
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Step#16: To create a drop
shadow, you will need to go to:

Effects

3D Effects

Drop Shadow

Step#17:
You will need to decide the
direction of the shadow and
how strong it will be.

The Offset controls the
direction of the shadow.

The attributes control the
strength of the shadow.  By
setting the Opacity, you will
control how dark it will be.  The
Blur controls the how far out
the shadow fade is.  The color
controls the shadow color.

I prefer to turn on the shadow
on new layer.  This puts the
shadow on a different layer
incase you want to erase it
later.
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Step#18: These setting are
showing a drop shadow
projected straight down

Step#19: If you are working
with an object that you want to
remove some of the area
around it, you will need to
make a copy of it.  This is a
layered object because of the
shadow you added and any
other layers you may have
created.

Click:
Edit:

Copy Merged.
This will copy all the layers
and allow you to paste it as
one layer.

If you were to just click copy,
you would only get the active
layer.
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Step#20: Now Click

Edit
Paste
Paste As New Image
You will now have all of the
object on one layer with a
smaller frame.

Step#21: Here is what both objects now look like.  We are now ready
to make a PNG file for each of them.
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Step#22: Click

File:

Export:

PNG Optimizer

Step#23 You will now get this
menu.
Your picture on both sides
should have the checkered
look.

On the color tab, make sure
the 16.7 Million Color is
selected
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Step#24 On the Transparency
Tab, the Alpha channel
transparency needs to be
checked

Step#25 On the Format tab, I
have it set to NON-Interlaced

Step#26  Now click OK and save the file to you location
and you now have a Transparent PNG file with a Drop
Shadow
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